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I Name 


historic THE ALMSHOUSE 

Richmond Nursing Home 

street number 210 not for publication 

town vicinity of congressional Third , 

state V i r g i n i a  5 1  (In city) code 760 

Category Ownership Status Present 
district public occupied agriculture 

private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational .private 

s i t e  Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: Unoccupied 

4. of 

name 

& 

town 

C i t y  of Mayor 

C i t y  900 Eas t  

v i c i n i t y  of state 

5. of 

of deeds, etc. City Hall  

street number 900 Street 


city, town 

. 

date 1981  federal state county 

depository for records V i r g i n i a  Historic 221 Governor S t r e e t  

Virginia 23219Richmond 




7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deterlorated - unaltered _r orioinal site *. - - -  
1L good -ruins 2 altered -moved date 
- talr -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Almshouse i s  the most imposing I t a l i ana t e  s t ructure  i n  the c i t y  of Richmond. Its 
well-proportioned c l a s s i ca l ly  inspired f ron t  elevation has undergone only minor changes 
since i ts  construction between 1860-1861. A s  with most i n s t i t u t i ona l  buildings, some in- 
t e rna l  modifications have a l t e r ed  the Almshouse's o r ig ina l  i n t e r io r  appearance and plan. 

The exter ior  of the  Almshouse is defined along a central  l i nea r  axis and is composed 
of three syrmnetrically spaced pavil ions linked by hyphens. Each pavil ion i s  three s to r i e s  
tall, three bays wide,md r i s e s  above a ra ised ful l -s tory basement. Each hyphen is two 
s to r i e s  high and six bays long2 they a r e  a lso ra i sed  above a ful l -s tory basement. A t -  
tached t o  the northwest corner of the  western pavil ion is a wing eight  bays long and three 
s to r i e s  high ( the eighth bay appears t o  be a l a t e r  addit ion a s  indicated by the change i n  
color of the brickwork). Attached t o  the eastern pavil ion is a three-story, two-bay hyphen 
connecting t o  a three-story, seven-bay wing. The hyphen i s  l a i d  i n  six-course American 
bond, whereas a l l  the other elevations, including the rear wings, a r e  l a i d  i n  a l l - s t re tcher  
bond with very thin ,  recessed white mortar joints.  

Fenestration on a l l  elevations is balanced, and windows a r e  symmetrically spaced i n  
each uni t .  On the f ron t  elevation, the  ra ised basement level  has 6/6 square-headed win- 
dows, wood sash, and gran i te  l i n t e l s .  Both the f i r s t -and  second-floor windows i n  each hy- 
phen also contain 6/6 square-headed windows with wood sash, though the dimensions of the 
second-floor windows a r e  smaller than the f i r s t .  

In each end pavil ion the f i r s t  f loor  has a p a i r  of elongated 4/4 round-arched windows 
i n  the outer two bays. These windows abut an arched transom-lit entrance t o  which i s  a t -  
tached a pedimented porch supported by f lu ted  i ron columns of the Roman Doric order. The 
porches a r e  ra ised and have grani te  s teps  and i ron ra i l ings .  The second f loor  of the end 
pavilions has 6/6 round-arched windows, and the th i rd  f loor  has small 3/3 paned sash win- 
dows capped w i t h  g ran i te  l i n t e l s .  

The cen t ra l  pavil ion has a ra ised pedimented porch supported by paired i ron columns 
and engaged p i l a s t e r s  both of the Roman Doric order. This central  porch is flanked by 
pa i r s  of 6/6 round-arched windows. On the second and th i rd  f loomthere  a r e  six 6/6 round- 
arched windows of decreasing graduated heights. 

Side elevations of the  end pavilions a r e  three bays wide and continue the fenestra t ion 
pat tern of the  f ron t  elevation. Both s ide wings have evenly spaced 6/6 square-headed win- 
dows and gran i te  l i n t e l s .  

Each of the three pavil ions i s  crowned by pedimented gable ends with broad eaves and 
recessed tympana. Each hyphen has a gable roof which in te rsec ts  a t  r i g h t  angles with both 
the center and end pavilions. Beneath the cornice of the pavil ions and hyphens there  i s  
an unadorned brick entablature punctuated by symmetrically spaced a t t i c  vents. The bottom 

of the entablature is defined by a simple cushion molding. 

Numerous changes have modified the appearance of the f ron t  and s ide  elevations. The 

(See Continuation Sheet # 1) 
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th ree  pedimented porches on t h e  f r o n t  e l eva t ion  were added s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  C i v i l  War, 
and t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  o r i g i n a l  state can be seen i n  a  Mathew Brady photograph taken i n  1865. 
Their i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  facade through the  r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e  same shape used 
i n  t h e  pedimented roofs  suggests  t h a t  they were most l i k e l y  a p a r t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  design 
but  were in te r rup ted  i n  t h e i r  placement u n t i l  a f t e r  the  war. Second, t h e  two center  win- 
dows on t h e  top  f l o o r  of t h e  c e n t r a l  pav i l ion  have been.lengthened, a s  have one window 
on each f l o o r  of  two hyphens, t o  accoxonodate f i r e  escapes. F i r e  escapes were a l s o  a t -  
tached t o  the  s i d e  e l eva t ion  of each end pavi l ion .  P a i r s  o f  chimney s t acks  o r i g i n a l l y  
found above t h e  cornice  l i n e  of each pav i l ion  have a l s o  been removed. 

The r e a r  e l eva t ion  of  t h e  almshouse o r i g i n a l l y  had open g a l l e r i e s  of frame construc- 
t i o n  running t h e  l eng th  of  t h e  bui ld ing,  giving access  t o  wards on each f loor .  These were 
removed i n  1953,and enclosed glass-and-concrete porches of  an In ternat ional -Style  appear- 
ance replaced them. The e x t e r i o r  entrances of  each ward, spaced every two bays, have 
been l e f t  i n t a c t .  

On t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  Almshouse, modificat ions have been made o u t  of  necess i ty  over 
the  years,and l i t t l e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  is v i s i b l e .  Sheetrock p a r t i t i o n s  s e t  every two bays 
d iv ide  what were o r i g i n a l l y  open wards on each f l o o r  of t h e  hyphens. This subdivision 
allows i n t e r i o r  passage from room t o  room, and entrances between rooms a r e  set up enf i lade .  
Furthermore, space i n  t h e  pav i l ions  has been subdivided by p a r t i t i o n s  obscuring t h e i r  o r i -  
g i n a l  f l o o r  plan. 

Floors i n  the  Almshouse have been covered with v iny l  t i l e ,  though t h e  o r i g i n a l  tongue- 
and-groove p ine  f loor ing  apparent ly  remains beneath them. I t  is v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  f a r  west 
room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  most r ecen t ly  used a s  a  chapel .  

A few i s o l a t e d  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  remain i n  t h e  Almshouse. A simple 
f i r e p l a c e  and mantel with Greek Revival t r i m  remain i n  both of  t h e  t o p f l o o r  rooms of  t h e  
e a s t  pavi l ion .  The mantels '  designs a r e  provincia l  b u t  a r e  of  t h e  period of  t h e  Almshouse 
construct ion.  An o r i g i n a l  open-string wooden s t a i r c a s e  with i ts  o r i g i n a l  molded handra i l ,  
two turned b a l u s t e r s  per  t r ead ,  and heavy turned newel g ives  access  t o  each f l o o r  of both 
the  center  and end pav i l ions .  A l l  t h r e e  f r o n t  entrances,  which a r e  transom lit and have 
double doors, appear t o  be o r i g i n a l ;  however, g l a s s  panels  have replaced what were or ig in-  
a l l y  two long upper molded panels  i n  each door. Much o r i g i n a l  hardware appears on door- 
ways and doors throughout t h e  building.  

The eas te rn  wing of t h e  Almshouse appears t o  d a t e  from t h e  time of  t h e  main bui ld ing 
and appears i n  t h e  Mathew Brady photograph of 1865. Its funct ion  was t h a t  of  a  c h a r i t y  
h o s p i t a l  where, i n  add i t ion ,  medical s tuden t s  from t h e  Medical College of  Virgin ia  were 
given c l i n i c a l  ins t ruc t ion .  

In  1926 an infirmary was erec ted  a t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  e a s t  wing. There, tubercular  

a d u l t s  were housed u n t i l  1955. Between 1952 and 1962, $449,795 were spent  f o r  addi t ions  
and r e p a i r s  by t h e  c i t y  o f  Richmond, and by 1976 t h e  c i t y  was spending $30,000 annually 
on t h e  bui ld ing and decided t o  c l o s e  t h e  f a c i l i t y .  On September 21, 1980, t h e  l a s t  one 
hundred p a t i e n t s  were moved t o  t h e  Eastwood Lodge Nursing Home, a  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t y  bought 
by t h e  c i t y  a s  a replacement f o r  t h e  Almshouse. 

CM 

(See Continuation Sheet #3)  



8. 'Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
-X 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion - archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 
2L architecture -education -X military L social1 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

-invention L other (specify) 
Medicine 

Specific dates 1860-61 BuilderlArchitect Washington G i l l ,  Jr., w c h i t e c t  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Richmond Almshouse, b u i l t  between 1860-61 a s  a p lace  of refuge f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  
poor, is a r a r e  Virginia  monument to  the  g r e a t  reform ferment of t h e  antebellum period.  
While pub l i c  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  d i rec ted  t o  s o c i a l  reform, san i t a t ion ,  and hea l th  needs through- 
o u t  the  united S t a t e s  i n  the  1850s, Southerners i n  general and Virginians  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
associa ted  "reform" with "abolitionism" and so kept  genera l ly  aloof from the  more zealous 
e f f o r t s  of  t h e i r  Northern contemporaries. Richmonders shared i n  t h i s  notable lack of  
enthusiasm f o r  reform issues; however, by 1859 t h e  c i t y ' s  need t o  accommodate i ts  growing 
poor white population could no longer be ignored. I n  t h a t  year,  t h e  Richmond Common Coun- 
c i l  decided t o  replace  t h e  o l d  c i t y  poorhouse, b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1810, with a new bui ld ing 
t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  Richmond's impressive standing a s  the  leading tobacco center  i n  the  nation. 
Designed by City Engineer Washington G i l l ,  Jr., t h e  prodigious I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  served 
during the  Civ i l  War a s  the  f i r s t  major h o s p i t a l  of  the  Confederacy and a s  a home and 
school f o r  the  Virginia  Mi l i t a ry  I n s t i t u t e  cadets  from 1864 t o  1865. 

H I  SMRICAL BACKGROUND 

Action t o  bu i ld  the  Almshouse began i n  May 1859, with the  formation of  a "Conunittee 
on t h e  Poorhouse" by the  Richrnond Cormnon Council. Upon the  committee's recommendation, 
the  Council decided t h a t  the  c i t y ' s  o l d  poorhouse was beyond repa i r  and t h a t  a new build-  
ing should be erected on the  same s i te .  This r eso lu t ion  was adopted on February 13, 1860, 
and plans  f o r  t h e  new building,  designed by City Engineer Washington G i l l ,  Jr., were 
se lec ted .  Af ter  adver t iz ing f o r  subcontractors, t h e  Council awarded contrac ts  on June 11, 
1860, t o  the  following firms: carpentry work, M r .  George Minor; pa int ing,  M r .  W i l l i a m  
A. Wyatt; p las te r ing ,  M r .  W ' i l l i a m  H. Johnson; and brickwork, Messrs. Williams and Ragland. 

G i l l  served a s  Richmond's f i r s t  Ci ty  Engineer from 1853 u n t i l  1869. Besides h i s  work 
on the  Almshouse, he supervised severa l  o the r  l a r g e  p ro jec t s ,  including the  dredging of 
the  James River channel (1853-54), the  const ruct ion and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of two twelve-inch 
water pumps with waterwheels (18551, the  bui ld ing of a tunnel  under the  James River canal 
f o r  t h e  passage of the  c i t y  pump mains (1857-58), and the  implementation of a new s t r e e t  
numbering plan  f o r  Richmond (1866). G i l l ,  who w a s  employed by the  James River and Kanawha 
Company before h e  became City Engineer, l i v e d  a t  107 East Main S t r e e t  during t h e  period 
i n  which he supervised const ruct ion of t h e  Almshouse. 

Work proceeded on t h e  bui ld ing during the  remainder of  1860, and mention of  i t s  pro- 
g ress  was recorded i n  t h e  Richmond Dispatch of August 11 of t h a t  year: ". . . the wal ls  
of the  Almshouse a r e  going up and ( i t )  w i l l  probably be f in i shed  . . .by next winter.  
The bui ld ing is a mammoth one, and when completed w i l l  be very convenient i n  a l l  i t s  a r -  
rangements." Work h a l t e d  i n  June 1861, with the outbreak of  the war, and t h e  bui ld ing 

(See Continuation Sheet # 2 )  



THE ALMSHOUSE (Richmond Nursing Home), Richmond, Virgin ia  1 
Continuation sheet # 2 Item number 8 

was soon converted and leased t o  'the Confederacy a s  General Hospital  Number One. A t  i t s  
peak, t h e  h o s p i t a l  housed over f i v e  hundred s o l d i e r s  and was recorded i n  an  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  
Richmond Whig of  August 17;1861, a s  being t h e  best-managed h o s p i t a l  i n  Richmond. From 
December 1864 u n t i l  t h e  eve of t h e  evacuation of  Richmond on Apri l  12, 1865, t h e  alms- 
house ac ted  a s  a  temporary headquarters  and school f o r  cadets  of t h e  Virgin ia  Mi l i t a ry  
I n s t i t u t e .  The school a t  Lexington had been burned by Northern t roops  i n  t h e  Valley Cam- 
paign. During t h e  evacuation of t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  bui ld ing was damaged s l i g h t l y  by t h e  explo- 
s i o n  of a  nearby powder magazine. This event was recorded i n  a  photograph taken by Mathew 
Brady, now i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  Valentine Museum. 

Following t h e  war, t h e  Almshouse served again a s  an asylum f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  poor a s  well  
as a hosp i t a l .  During Reconstruction, a  Confederate ve teran  ran  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  with 
m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  u n t i l  a  more sympathetic Republican appointee assumed management of 
t h e  home. Occupied more with t h e  t a s k  o f  providing gas, l i g h t ,  and water se rv ice  t o  t h e  
c a p i t a l  c i t y  than with t h e  work of ca r ing  f o r  t h e  poor, t h e  Ci ty  Council made inadequate 
allowances f o r  running t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and t h e  bui ld ing was i n  cons tant  d i s r e p a i r  through- 
o u t  t h e  rest of t h e  19 th  century.  

In  1909 t h e  f i r s t  annual r e p o r t  of t h e  S t a t e  Board of Char i t i e s  and Corrections was 
issued i n  Richmond. A document of  t h e  Progressive Era i n  Virgin ia ,  t h i s  s tudy r e f l e c t e d  
a growing concern wi th in  the  power s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  Old Dominion f o r  maintaining soc ia l  
order  among V i r g i n i a ' s  poores t  inhab i t an t s .  The desc r ip t ion  of t h e  Almshouse i n  t h e  
r e p o r t  showed c l e a r l y  t h a t  Richmond had t h e  l a r g e s t  and mst impressive almshouse i n  the  
s t a t e .  Religious s e r v i c e s  were held the re  severa l  t imes a week, ind ica t ing  a concern f o r  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  well-being of t h e  paupers. Those who were a b l e  a s s i s t e d  i n  performing do- 
mestic  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  home. Some amusement was provided f o r  the  almshouse res iden t s ,  in- 
cluding occasional  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  c i t y ,  b u t  f a i l u r e  t o  obey t h e  r u l e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
withdrawal of  these  p r iv i l eges .  It was urged by t h e  v i s i t i n g  committee who wrote t h e  re- 
p o r t  t h a t  sepa ra te  d in ing f a c i l i t i e s  be maintained f o r  men and women. Segregation of t h e  
races  was maintained without  quest ion.  The v i s i t i n g  committee found t h e  s a n i t a r y  arrange- 
ments i n  t h e  bui ld ing more than adequate, with provision f o r  such modern conveniences a s  
steam heat ,  gas o r  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s ,  running water ,  and indoor plumbing. 

The ex i s t ence  of t h e  Almshouse i n  Richmond represents  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  concern f o r  t h e  poor 
i n  Virgin ia  t h a t  can be t r aced  back t o  t h e  pa r i sh  v e s t r i e s  of colonia l  t i m e s .  The h i s t o r y  
of t h e  Almshouse suggests ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  of ob l iga t ion  toward t h e  poor has 
sprung a s  o f t e n  from a d e s i r e  t o  maintain s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  a s  from a deep phi lanthropic  
concern. The Almshouse, l a t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  Richmond Nursing Home, continued t o  serve  the  
l e s s - fo r tuna te  members of t h e  Richmond community u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1970s. Today t h e  build-  
ing  is  empty, and i ts  su rv iva l  is quest ionable un less  an  appropr ia te  use f o r  it can be 
found . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 t a c r e s  

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UMT References 

Am l z l 8 l 5 l 3 l o l o 1  141115181810101 
Zone Eastlng Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion The Almshouse s i t e  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  
Richmond Tax Assessor ' s  0 f f i c e . a s  number NOOO-02331001. The s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  b e i n g  

Sf nominated b e g i n s  a t  a point o n  t h e  N s i d e  o f  H o s p i t a l n a b o u t  450' NW o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
w i t h  5 t h  St ;  t_hence e x t e n d i n q  a b o u t  265' a l o n g  s a i d  s ide ;  t h e n  a b o u t  550' NE t o  Seaboard -- -- - 

List a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #4  

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 
(1) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

namehitie (2)  Carden C. McGehee, Jr. 

( 1 S V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission (1)  July, 1981 
OrganiratiON2) H i s t o r i c  Richmond F o u n d a t i o n  date (2)  March 5, 1981 

(1 )  221 Governor S t r e e t  (1)  (804) 786-3144 ~. 

street & number ( 2 )  2407 E a s t  Grace S t r e e t  teleohone'O2) (804) 643-7407 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national -X_ state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
lusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

Tucker H i l l .  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
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7.  DESCRIPTION--Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The bounds have been drawn t o  include only t h e  Almshouse and a c a .  1950 one-story 
adminis t ra t ion  bui ld ing  t o  t h e  r e a r .  The nominated acreage is bounded on t h e  nor theas t  
by t h e  Seaboard Coast Line right-of-way, on t h e  southeas t  by t h e  Hebrew Cemetery, on 
t h e  southwest by Hospital  S t ;  and on t h e  northwest by a l i n e ,  extending between Hospital 
S t .  and the  r a i l r o a d  right-of-way and running j u s t  northwest of t h e  west wing of t h e  
main bui ld ing .  



United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

THE ATBSHOUSE (Richmond Nursing Home), Richmond, Virgin ia  
Continuation sheet #4 Item number 10 Page 1 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL - DATA - Verbal Boundary Descript ion (Cont'd) 

Coast Line right-of-way; thence about 260' SE along right-of-way, thence about 530' 
SW t o  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  










